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OBSERVAT OR. 


A Letter from a Gentleman relating to the Africa 
Cruelties exercis’d towards the Negroes, and keep 


n-Trade, with Propofitions concerning the inbuman 
ing them fill Pagans, whereas theFrench:€%c. teach 


them Chriftianity. Reflexions on our contrary Practice as difhonourahle to our Nation and Religion, 
a Hinderance to the Propagation of our Faith, and enough to bring Fudgments upon us. 








From Saturday, January 28. to 


Ciicdnesday, February 1. 1709, 





E mult remember our Promife a- 

bout the frican-Trade, Maflter,and 
confider the Papers fent us about it. 

Obf. With all my Heart, Roger ; and I will give 
the following Letter and Propofitions the Prefe- 
rence, becaufe the Author fhews himfelf to be a 
Perfon of Honefty, and much above the ordinary 
Rate of Senfe. 

SIR, | For Mr. Obfervator, 
© DP) Elieving you are a Lover of your Country, 
F and of Mankind, I take the Freedom to 
‘fend you thefe Propofitions, and the enclos‘d. 

* Tis ftrange that we fhould be {fo partial as to 
* think the Liberties of others is to be facrific'd for 
“us. We talk of national Sins: Icould with we 
* had nothing of thisto anfwer for. But really I 
“do not fee how we can in Jultice expect either 
* Peace or Safety, whilft we {port away others 
* Lives, or treat Men like Dogs. 

* I leave the Matter tc your own Thoughts. I 
* doubt not but you will do it Juftice ; it much af- 


flicts , 
Your moft humble, Servant 
Philanthropos. 


Propofttions, 8c. relating to the Aftican-Trade. 


r I. r a all are Ao 

ae an can lofe that Equality. only by his 
‘ Contraé& or his #4ult. pn eet 

* 3. His Fault or Contract alone gives no Right o- 
‘ ver his Defcendants. 

£4. Succefs in a juft War can in Reafon and Hu- 
* manity give the Conqueror Right only of Re- 
* paration and Security. 
* 5. -Victory in an unjuft War confers no Right. 
‘6. He that buys of him that has no Right, ac- 
§ quires none. ' 
‘7. By the Temptation of a Market, the Negrocs 
“are induc’d to betray, fteal, and make War 
* upon one another. 

“8. Thofe that are fold, and their Defcendants are 
* made perpetual Slaves. 

‘9. They are notus’d with Humanity, nor have 
* the * Proteétion of the Laws. 


Country-m. 


* 








| © This being the Caufe of Man in general, ne: 


* thingcan be greater. : 

_. That therefore therefeems as much or more need 

_ to regulate this Matter, than to interpofe beween 

' om contending Trader, or merely to eftablith c:- 
ther. 

Country-m.T he Gentleman fhews himfelfto be much 
above the ordinary Rate of Senfe and Honelty tod, 
Mafter. If he come in my way, he fhall have a 
Bottle of my beit Otteber ; but I have one Propofal 
to add to his Propofitions, viz. That our Apotiles 
of Slavery and Paffive-Obedience fhould be fent to 
preach to the poor Negroes, who are fo cruelly 
treated ; that Dr. Sacheverell be made their Arche 
bifhop ; and that he and his inferior Clergy fhould 
be liable to the fame Treatment themfelves, that 
they may have a little Tafte of the Slavery they 
would fo fain bring upon the Brinifh Empire. 

ODf. If they were condemn’d to {uch a Panifh- 
ment, Roger, “tis no more than they deferve; for 
their Doctrine fince the Unionrof the Crowns, has 
colt Great Britain and Ireland more Blood and 
Treafure than they and all their Benefices are worth ; 
and "twill be none of theixs Fault if it don’t ftill coft 
us more. 

Conntry-m. God be thank’d, Mafter, curs’d Cows 
have fhort Horns;° but I hope ere the Parliament 
have done with them, they will {till cut them {thor- 
ter: In the mean Time, Jet’s return to our Sub- 
ject. Pray give me an Account of the Pamphlet 
the Gentleman fent you, call’d, A Letter from Ja- 
tmaica 10 a Member of Parliament in London, touch- 
ing the Aftican-Trade ; to whichis added, a Speech 
made by a Black at Guardaloupe, «t the Funeral of 4 
Fellow Negro. Printed for A. Baldwin. Price 24. | 

Obf. ‘the Black’s Funeral-Specch, Roger, be it 
real or feign’d, has more of Divinity and good 
Senfe, than all the Sermons that ever were preach 
by Dr. Sacheverell, and his Tribe. Thire’s one juft 
Reflexion in it founded upon Matter of Fact, that 
may put all Englifh-men to the Bluth, The Ne- 
gry {peaking of the French, fays, * “Tis truc, they 
* willingly will teachand make us Chriftians, while 














(‘ * To any Purpofe. A Fine of qo or sol. paid in 
Sugar, &c. upon killing without Caufe. A Power in) 
* the Government, Sc. to bind a Maffer over for Cruelty 5 
* but feldom or never done.) 

“10. The Cuftom of Slave-making was introduc’d 
_ ‘and conniv‘d at only to induce Mento be lefs 
- © cruel upon Succefsin War. . 
11. Slavery is {0 indecorous a Thing in civil So- 
‘ciety, and fo difhononourable to human Na- 
“ture, that in Ewrope, where Men pretend to 
* much Reafon and Civility, they grew afham'd 


‘© and we are Men. 


© theygthemfeives want to be taught, that both they 
In this kowever we are fomewhat 
|“ Letter asd, than are our wretched Friends in the Enge 
€ ith Ules, where their hard Atafters forbear to doGoed, 
© felt thar fhould oblige them to do more, Ridiculoss Su- 
* perfticicn ! that will not allow their Servants tobe Chri 
‘ ftians, lejt they be forc’d to allow them to be Men. This 
“¢s to found Dominion upon the Gofpel of that divine 
‘Teacher Fefus, who told them plain as Words conld 
“make it, that his Kingdom was not of this World. 
© And as if none were entit!'d to the common Privileges 








“of it, and lay’d it afide. 
“12. Of late much Blood has been fpilt, and vaft 


© of Nature, cxcept they pleafe to alliw them, by wafbe 
“ing or baptizing, they carefully forlid our Bretiren 


* Treafures have been expended for Britain's Liber- |‘ thar. What I pray is this, but to make Sport with the 


’ ty, and the Liberties of Exrope. 
<¢.Ftom which Practiccs it evidently follows, that 
Liberty is fo dear and invaluable, as no Price can 
é . ° ° ° 
, Tachit: That to rob Men ofit, is the highelt In- 
_duttice, whatever Advantage may accrue to. 0- 
thers by fo doing. 


© Creation, and to monopolize the Bleffings of our commen 
© Mother Earth ? | 
Conntry-m. This. is enough indecd, Matlicr, to 
put usall to the Bluth, that we who have a better 
Religion than the French, fhould be worle Chrifti- 
ans, le{s zealousto propagate our Faith, and imore 
barbarous to our Negroes. I don’t wonder, Ma- 





j : The African-Tradein Slaves, as manag’d, is an 
_ 4nvafion upon the Rightsand Libertiesof Maukind. 


ter, at this Rate, that deiolating Judgineuts — 
ave 














+ h- 
ave befallen our Plantations, fuch as the Eart 
rt : amaica fome Years ago, that o Trade 
an thofe Partsfhould decay, and that our site 
Company, and others who purfue that unchr1 oe 
Slave-Lrade, fhould be brought ‘to Ruin, and ‘ 
togetlier by the Ears, if they make it their Buti- 
ne{s to foment Wars among the Negroes, that they 
may have Captives to purchafe for Slaves. Tis but 
jut they fhould have the tame Meafure they give to 
others. Nor do I wonder, Mafter, that od in 
his Judgment fhould fuffer lying Spirits to enter n- 
to the Mouths of our falfe Prophets, as he did thote 
of Abab,to preach us intu Slavery again,as they have 
done feveral Times already, fince, befides other un- 
national Sins, we are guilty of that abominable 
Crime of making Men Slaves, and keeping them 
in Paganifm, in order to continue them fo. 
Obj. L hope our Legiflature will take it into 
Confideration, Roger, and that the Government 
will efpoufe the Caufe. -They have eftablifhd a 
Society by “Zharter, for propagating the Chriftian 
Religion in the Pagan World ; but how can our 
Mifionaries anfwer the poor Heathens, if they 
fhou'd objeStto them, that our Nation 1s Hypo- 
crites ?for while we pretend to convert’em,we make 
thoufands upon thoufands of their Brethren Slaves ; 
and tho’ we have them in our own Power,and Op- 
portunity to inftruct them in our Faith, we de- 


fignedly leave them in Ignorance, which 1s a plain 


Proof, that for the Labour of their Bodies, we fuf- 
fer themto damn their Souls, I hope the worth 
Gentlemen concern’d in that Society, will thin 
of this Objection, and promote a Bill for convert- 
ing the Heathens in our own Dominions, 1n which 
we might promife our felves a plentiful Harvelt, 
and the Bleffing of God upon our Trade and Store 
to attend it. 
Country-m. Was this Matter never urg’d before, 
Mafter? c 
Obf. Yes, yes, Roger, feveral times: We had a 
Book printed many Years fince, call’d, The Negroes 
and Indians Advocate ; and a Supplement to it after- 
wards, by 44. G. a Presbyter of the Church of 
England, with Confiderations and Propofals for the effe- 
Elual and Speedy Converfion of the Negroes in our Plan- 
tations,notwith/tanding the late pretended Impoffibilities, 
withour any Prejudice to their Owners. And our Mi- 
nifters in Barbadoes, were upbraided by the Qua- 
kers there, whom they would not allow to be 
Chriftians, and ask’d by them, Who made you Mi- 
nifters of the Gofpel to the white People only, and not to 
the Tawneys and Blacks alfo ¢ So that in fhort, by 
this more than heathenith Practice, we not only 
become a Reproach to all that bear the Chriftian 
Name, but evento the Pagans themfelves, who by 
this, and our barbarous Ulage of them, are ftreng- 
ther’d in their Averfion to our holy Religion, as 
appears by what a Guardaloupa Black faid juftly of 
the French, viz. * They teach what they feem hardly 
© to believe themfclves, and by giving us Hopes of 
another World, endeavour to make us content 
that the Chriftians alone fhould enjoy this, who 
“teach usto do Good for Evil, and when we kave 
* done no Fault, to turn our Cheeks to the Smiter, 
‘and Backs to the Scourger ; to fubmit not only 
*to the froward, but evento mercilefs.and cruel 
* Mafters, putting usin Mind that their- Gofpel 
*fays, Thro’ many Sufferings and Tribulations we 
: mutt enter into the heavenly Country. 
This is every Whit as applicable to us as the 
French, Roger; tor when the Negroes find them- 
felves fo cruelly treated» by any of our Plan- 
ters, asthe Letter from Famaica imports, viz. that 
by Tricks and Frauds they feparate them from their 
Wires, how fund of ‘em foever ; that if they marry 
any one’s Black but their own, they will tye the 
poor Woman, though with Child, up to a Whip- 
ping-polt,' lafh them witb Cats-of-nine-tails, “tll 
they tear the Flefh from their Bones, and wath the 
Wounds afterwards with Salt and Water, that 





fometimes tlicy {lath the Limbs ofthe Stavee «: 
Knives, and pour Pitch, Tar, Oil, War anegiith 
ftone compounded into their Wounds, ’ How can 
they thiuk well, Roger, of our Religion, tlie & : 
guilty of fuch Cruelties, as rather jbefpeak us 4 
be the Children of Hell, than of Fleaven > ‘H,°° 
they not the fame Reafon to fay of us, as fome of 
the poor Indians {aid of the cruel Spaniards, whos. 
Barbarities are mention’d by the Bithop of Cede? 
one of their own Writers, thet they would not on 
to Heaven, if any of them were there ? 6 
Country-m. Thofe Things are enough, Matter, to 
fill any one that has the leaft Senfe of Hurhanity 
with Horror. I hope our Legiflature will take thi. 
Matter into: their Confiderations, make fuch Bar- 
barities capital, and in their Wifdom find out a 
Way how our Planters may be entitl’d to a reafo- 
nable Service from their Negroes, without fuch bry- 
tifh Cruelty, or continuing them in Heathenifin 
But we muft talk of this Subje&t another Time 
Mafter. 





Advertifements. 


Vefterday was publifh’d, 

®Ey Rebellion fainted, or .King-killing openly avow’s 
and juitify’d. Being the dying Words and Sentiments of ty. 
Regicides that were executed for the impious Murder of 
their Sovereign K.Gharles I. with their Opinion to rhe lat. 
Sold by B. Bragge in Pater-Nofter-Row. Price 6 d.Where may 
be hac, Monarchy fatrific’d, or a melancholly Memorial ti, 
ftop’ the Mouths of a prefent Faction, deduc’d fiom the 
Speeches of the Royal Martyr King Charles the lit, and 
thofe other worthy Patriots that futter’d for their Loyalr, 
and firm Adherence tothe Church of England in the grand 
Rebellion of forty one, neceilary to be reviv’a and read in 
the prefent Conjuncture. 


Juft publifh’d, 

#3 Athenianifm, or the new Projects of Mr.Joln Dun- 
ton, Author of the Effay entitl’d, The Hazard of a Death- 
bed Repentanak, being 600 Treatifes in Profe and Verfe. 
Vol..1. with the Author’s Effigies. Price bound 6s. The 
Projects are, 1.. The doyble Courtfhip, according to the 
Idea of Plato and Opportunity, or Dunton’s Charaéter’ of 
Madam Singer, (the Pindarick Lady) with the Letters that 
pena between ‘em for many Years. 2. A Satyr upon King 

‘iam, being. the Secret Hiftery of his Life snd Reign ; 
the fourth Edition. 3. A Conference between the famous 
Mr. John Dod and Mr. Throgmorton, then lying upon his. 
Death-bed under Defercion 3 being an original Manulcripr, 
never before printed. 4. The new Creation, or Dunton’s 
Thoughts in a Pit of Sicknefs upon thofe words, Arife ye 
Dead, and come to Judgment; with Anfwers to feveral 
curicus Queftions concerning the laft Judgment. 5. Digni- 
fy’dor diftingnifh’d, or a poetical Character of the mott 
eminent Conformifts in the Gucett’ Dominions. 6. A Nar- 
rative of the Scorch Commencement, or an Account of what 
, wae in the general Affembly at Edinburgh, at the Jate 
-romotion of Mr. Williams, My. Calamy, and Mr. Oldfield, 
to the Degree of Doétors of Divinity ; with a Charaéter of 
the Scorch Profeflors, writ by one of the new Graduates. 
7. The Court and Charagter ‘of Q. Mary I, containing Se- 
crets that our Engliih Chronicles have whally omitted. §. 
An original Manulcript concerning the unnatural Lewdnefs 
of Bifhop Atherton, attefted by Sir George Farwel, Kt. and 
never printed before. 9. A Frolick in Verfe, being Poems 
on none but merry, odd, barren, and amufing Subjects ; 
witha Gharaéter of the Laureat Crew, from Homer down 
to the famous Dryden. 10. The diffenting Doétors, a Poem 
upon three diflenting Miniiters accepting the Doétoral Dis- 
nity, the 2d Edition, compleatring the Charaéter of the dif- 
fenting Clergy. 11. A general Hiftory of the remarkable 
Gonverfions that have happen’d to great Sinners, from thie 
Thief upon the Crofs, down to the prefent Year 5 intermix'd 
with many nice and curious Queftions upon that Subject. 
12+ Judas, or the fecret Narrative of four diffenting Par- 
fons, Who were lately filenc’d by their Congregations 
for Whoredom, difctover’d by two Women who were Eye 
and Ear Witneffes to the Matter of Faét; with a Copy of 
Mi. L---is’s Excommunication, and of Dunton’s Sermon to 
the four Parfons accus’d of Adultery. 13.Dunton’s Apollo, 
or aContinuation of the Athenian Oracle, upon very mice 
and wicommen Subjects, which (win the chree Oracles and 
Supplement printed for My. Bell) wilFin a few Years con) 
pleat the Queftion-Projec under the Title of Atignian Oran 
cle. 14. Amode({t Eilay upon due Benevolence, imtermix 
with feveral nice Cafes relating to conjugal Venery , wit! 
creat Variety of other new and furprizing Subjeéts. For an 
‘Account whereof, the Reader is referr’d to Mr. John Din 
ton’s Anfwer to Dr.Sach----]’s Sermon, entitl’d, The Bux 
Baiting. Sold by J. Morphew near Stationers-hall. Pr. 6“: 
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